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REMARKS 

Introduction 

In response to the final Office Action dated December 31, 2007, claims 1 and 23 have 
been amended. The pertinent limitations of claim 12, previously dependent upon claim 1, have 
been incorporated into claims 1 and 23, and claim 12 cancelled. Support for amended claims 1 
and 23 is found in, for example, originally filed claim 12; Fig. 4A; pg. 11, line 9; pg. 13, lines 22 
- 23; pg. 1 8, lines 16-20; and pg. 19, lines 10-15. Care has been taken to avoid the 
introduction of new matter. Claims 13-22 are withdrawn. In view of the foregoing amendments 
and the following remarks, Applicants respectfully submit that all pending claims are in 
condition for allowance. 

The Advisory Action dated March 26, 2008 stated that the Applicants' Response dated 
February 29, 2008 overcame the first and second paragraph rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 
previously made in the final Office Action dated December 31, 2007. 

Claim Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 8 102 

Claims 1 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Harper 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,939,120). 

Claims 1 and 23 have been amended to incorporate the pertinent limitations of claim 12. 
Accordingly, the rejection is moot and withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 is 
solicited. 

An aspect of amended claim 1 includes a device for aligning a stamper for use in a 
process for contact printing of a magnetic pattern on a surface of a magnetic or magneto-optical 
(MO) recording medium including an optical alignment means. An aspect of amended claim 23 
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includes a device for aligning a stamper for use in a process for contact printing of a magnetic 
pattern on a surface of a magnetic or magneto -optical (MO) recording medium including an 
optical alignment device. 

Harper describes pico actuators as the alignment device, not an optical alignment device. 
Thus, Harper fails to disclose or suggest an optical alignment device, as required by amended 
claims 1 and 23. 

As anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102 requires that each and every element of the claim 
be disclosed, either expressly or inherently (noting that "inherency may not be established by 
probabilities or possibilities," Scaltech Inc. v. Retec/Tetra, 178 F.3d 1378 (Fed. Cir. 1999)), in a 
single prior art reference, Akzo N. V. v. U.S. Int'l Trade Commission, 808 F.2d 1471 (Fed. Cir. 
1986), based on the forgoing, it is submitted that Harper does not anticipate amended claims 1 
and 23, nor any claim dependent thereon. The dependent claims are allowable for at least the 
same reasons as claims 1 and 23. 

Claim Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. g 103 

Claims 1-10, 12, and 24-35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Harper, in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,612,062 to Takahashi. 

The Office Action acknowledges that Harper essentially lacks vacuum means and 
mechanical means to hold the stamper to the holding plate. The Office Action relies on 
Takahashi in an attempt to cure the admitted deficiencies of Harper. The Examiner contends that 
Takahashi teaches a vacuum means and a mechanical ring means by which a stamper is directly 
attached to a disc cavity plate. The Examiner concludes that one of ordinary skill in the art 
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would have found it obvious to modify Harper as taught by Takahashi in order to facilitate the 
exchange of stampers as desired. 

As previously argued, Harper fails to disclose or suggest an optical alignment device, as 
required by amended claims 1 and 23. Takahashi describes a device for holding a stamper plate 
in a molding metal die by magnetic flux that is disposed at the center of the stamper plate. 
Takahashi fails to disclose or suggest an optical alignment device, as required by amended 
claims 1 and 23. 

According to the claimed subject matter per amended claims 1 and 23, an optical device 
is used for aligning the stamper/imprinter. Thereby, as taught in the instant specification, the 
claimed device allows for direct optical alignment of the topographical pattern of the 
stamper/imprinter and is not restricted by the dimensional limitations of the central opening of 
the stamper/imprinter and a central hub of the mounting device (see, e.g., pg. 19, lines 10-17). 
However, Harper and Takahashi do not disclose or suggest this, and apparently are unaware of 
the unexpected improvement in using stampers/imprinters that are thinner than the conventional 
stampers/imprinters provided by the claimed optical device. 

As Harper and Takahashi do not disclose the same device for aligning a 
stamper/imprinter as disclosed by the present inventors, and even if combined still fail to 
disclose or suggest the elements recited by amended claims 1 and 23, the combination of Harper 
and Takahashi does not render the device as recited by amended claims 1 and 23 obvious. 

Therefore, for at least these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that claims 1-10 and 23- 
35 are patentably distinguishable over the cited references. 

Withdrawal of the foregoing rejections is respectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants submit that this application 
should be allowed and the case passed to issue. If there are any questions regarding this 
Amendment or the application in general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be 
appreciated to expedite the prosecution of the application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP 



Lisa A. Kilday <ZZ 
Registration No. 56,210 




600 13 m Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 BKS:LAK:lnm 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: August 28, 2008 



Please recognize our Customer No, 49745 
as our correspondence address. 
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